
  
Applicant and Site Eligibility Resource Guide  
CALeVIP 2.0 – Golden State Priority Project (GSPP)

Before you apply for Golden State Priority Project rebates, it’s crucial to ensure that your chosen site is 
eligible and that you meet the minimum applicant requirements. Use the following checklists to find out if 
your EV charging project is eligible for GSPP funding.

Applicant Eligibility Checklist
Ensure you qualify as an applicant by fulfilling the following criteria:

Be a site owner OR the site owner’s authorized agent

All applicants will be required to submit a signed Site Verification Form at the time of application, which 
certifies that the person applying is either the site owner or is serving as the site owner’s authorized 
agent. Applicants may view and download the Site Verification Form on the CALeVIP Document Library. 
For more information on the Site Verification Form, please see the Site Verification Form Resource Guide.

Be a business, sole proprietorship, nonprofit organization or public entity that either is based in 

California or operates as a California-based affiliate OR be a California Native American tribe listed 

with the Native American Heritage Commission.

All business entities (including businesses, sole proprietorships and nonprofit organizations) that conduct 
business in California and are required to register with the California Secretary of State must do so and 
be in good standing to become an applicant.

• If your business entity is required to, but not currently registered with the California Secretary of 
State, please contact the Secretary of State’s Office as soon as possible. For more information, visit 
the Secretary of State’s website at www.sos.ca.gov.

• Alternatively, if your business entity is not required to, and not currently registered with the California 
Secretary of State, please include one of the following with your Site Verification Form:

• Business License

• Fictitious Business Name (FBN) or Doing Business As (DBA) Statement

• 2020 State Income Tax Form, or more recent, for the relevant business entity type

For additional information and guidance on state requirements for business entities,  
please visit www.calgold.ca.gov.

Do not have ongoing or threatened legal action that jeopardizes completion of the project.

Any legal action against the applicant organization or rebate recipient, either threatened or actual legal 
action, cannot impact the completion or operation of the proposed installation or disbursement of the 
reserved rebate funds. The applicant will attest to this during the submission of their application.

https://calevip.org/incentive-project/golden-state-priority-project
https://calevip.org/document-library
https://www.sos.ca.gov/
https://www.calgold.ca.gov/


  
Site Eligibility Checklist
Ensure your site qualifies and complies with the following criteria prior to starting your application:

Be in the Eastern or Central region of California as identified on the Golden State Priority Project page.

Central Region Counties Eastern Region Counties

Be in a disadvantaged community (DAC) or low-income community (LIC) census tract, as defined by 

the California Climate Investments Priority Populations Map.

To verify whether your site is in a DAC or LIC census tract, please visit the California Climate Investments 
Priority Populations Map and enter your site address. If your site is located within one of these four solid-
colored areas, your site is eligible to receive funding through GSPP:

 Disadvantaged Communities

 Disadvantaged and Low-income Communities

 Low-income Communities

 Low-income Communities within 1/2 mile of Disadvantaged Communities

Qualify as one of the CALeVIP defined eligible sites listed below.

Only sites defined in the list below are eligible to receive funding through GSPP. For additional 
information on the specific sites, see the site definitions in the appendix of this document.

Have premises that are well-lit, secure and in compliance with all federal, state and municipal laws, 

ordinances, rules, codes, standards and regulations.

It is the responsibility of the applicant, the rebate recipient and/or the site owner to ensure that by the 
end of the installation the site has been met the following:

1. The site is well-lit and secure, meaning that the charging stalls are illuminated and people visiting 
the site have a feeling of safety while walking away from and back to their vehicles. Adhering to this 
requirement will help discourage crime and/or vandalism and help prevent accidents.

2. The site is compliant with all applicable laws, ordinances, rules, codes, standards and regulations 
throughout the permitting, installation and commissioning of the site.

Charging station must be publicly available 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, unless located in a 

stand-alone parking lot or parking garage.

The charger(s) must not be located behind a fence or in a gated parking lot closed to the public after 
hours and cannot have any time restrictions for availability to the public. Charging stations in stand-alone 
parking lots or parking garages not dedicated to a particular business or property (e.g., grocery stores 
and shopping centers) must have the chargers accessible to the public at least 18 hours a day, seven days 
a week, excluding holidays.

• Alameda
• Alpine
• Amador
• Calaveras
• Fresno
• Imperial
• Inyo

• Kern 
• Kings 
• Madera 
• Mariposa 
• Merced 
• Mono 
• Riverside 

• San Bernardino 
• San Joaquin 
• Stanislaus 
• Tulare 
• Tuolumne

• Contra Costa 
• Marin 
• Monterey
• San Benito 
• San Francisco 
• San Luis Obispo 
• San Mateo 

• Santa Barbara 
• Santa Clara 
• Santa Cruz 
• Ventura 

https://calevip.org/incentive-project/golden-state-priority-project
https://webmaps.arb.ca.gov/PriorityPopulations/


FAQs
Do any residential properties (single-family home, multifamily home or multi-unit dwelling) qualify?
No, for GSPP, residential properties do not qualify. Please see the site definitions in the appendix of this 
document for further details.

How do I know if my site is in a DAC/LIC census tract?
You can look up your address using the California Climate Investments Priority Populations Map.

Do sites categorized as “Low-income Households within 1/2 mile of Disadvantaged Communities” qualify?
No. This category of priority population applies only to households that meet the “low-income households” 
criteria and are within 1/2 mile of a DAC. As noted above, residential properties are not eligible.

Can I apply on behalf of another organization?
Yes, you may apply on behalf of another organization. You will be asked to identify this arrangement on 
your application.

Do you allow charging-as-a-service business models?
Yes. CALeVIP is agnostic to all business models as long as all program requirements are met, as detailed in 
the Implementation Manual.

Can I submit more than one application if I have a larger site?
No. Each site is eligible for only one application regardless of size.

What if the privately owned parking lot is part of an apartment? Would that qualify as a “privately 
owned parking lot”?
This would not qualify. When looking at site use, we consider its primary use. If the parking lot belongs to 
an apartment building or residential houses, the primary purpose of the site would be the residential units, 
which would not qualify for rebates.

What exactly qualifies as a parking lot? Won’t all the qualifying sites have a parking lot on which the EV 
chargers will be installed?
When determining site types, we look at the primary purpose of the site. For a site to qualify as a parking 
lot or garage, the primary site use must be parking exclusively. If the parking lot’s purpose is to provide 
parking for another function such as a business, it no longer is the primary site use and would be classified 
as secondary or supporting site use.

What if my site has multiple purposes (e.g., a business district with apartment buildings)?
When determining site types, we look at the primary purpose of the site. In this case, for instance, we will 
review the installation location to determine if the proposed installation is in a parking lot for the businesses 
or the apartments. If the installation location is in parking for the apartments, then the primary purpose of 
the site is to serve the apartments and would be ineligible. Otherwise, the primary purpose of the site is to 
serve the businesses and would be eligible.

What qualifies as a business district?
An area within a community that has a high concentration of businesses and average dwell times of 30 
minutes or less. The site must have a direct line of sight to the major road. This is typically the central area 
or commercial center of a town or city, though many business districts may be present within a single town 
or city. Dealerships, office buildings and warehouses are not eligible under this site type. Please see the site 
definitions in the appendix of this document for further site definitions.

Is a presently undeveloped site eligible?
No. New construction will not be eligible for funding through the Golden State Priority Project.

Are public housing parking lots eligible for chargers?
No. When looking at site use, we look at the primary use. If the parking lot belongs to public housing, the 
primary purpose of the site would be the residential units, which would not qualify for rebates.

https://webmaps.arb.ca.gov/PriorityPopulations/
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What is a Site Verification Form and when do I need to fill it out?
The Site Verification Form must be filled out by all applicants and submitted with the application. The form 
certifies either that the applicant is the site owner or that the installation work is authorized by the site 
owner and the applicant. Both the site owner and applicant must complete, sign and submit this form to 
the Center for Sustainable Energy (CSE). CSE reserves the right to require additional information from the 
site owner or applicant as needed. For more information on the Site Verification Form, please see the Site 
Verification Form Resource Guide.



APPENDIX:  
Additional Site Criteria and Definitions for Site Types

• Airports – Parking facilities at airports that serve the public are eligible primary sites. Long-term parking 
uses are not allowed.

• Business districts – An area within a community that has a high concentration of businesses and average 
dwell times of 30 minutes or less. The site must have a direct line of sight to the major road. This is 
typically the central area or commercial center of a town or city, though many business districts may be 
present within a single town or city. Dealerships, office buildings, and warehouses are not eligible under 
this site type.

• Casinos – A building where gambling games of chance against the house/casino are played. Standalone 
poker rooms or card halls are ineligible

• City/county/privately owned parking lots or garages – A parking building or lot (i.e., parking is the 
primary use) that provides parking spaces to the public and is accessible 18 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
Workplace locations and long-term parking uses are not eligible. Pay-to-park is eligible.

• Colleges/universities – Must be an accredited, nonprofit two- or four-year college or university

• Community centers – A facility owned and operated by a public agency or a non-profit community 
organization. The primary purpose of the facility must be for recreation, social welfare, community 
improvement, or public assembly.

• Gas stations – Any new or existing facility that, as its primary use, serves as a motor vehicle fueling 
service station retailing petroleum-based automotive fuels (e.g., gasoline, diesel, E10/E15) to the general 
public and has additional complementary customer store(s) or service(s) located on-site.

• Grocery stores – A store that sells food and household supplies.

• Hospitals – A facility providing medical, psychiatric or surgical services for sick or injured persons 
primarily on an inpatient basis, including ancillary facilities for outpatient and emergency treatment, 
diagnostic services and training.

• Hotels – A hotel must meet three criteria:

– Is a permanent building for the primary purpose of short-term lodging.

– Provides dining, shopping or entertainment options available to the general public, OR is less than a 
quarter mile from another DCFC-eligible site.

– Is located in a rural area (population below 2,500) and within 5 miles from a major highway, OR 
located in an urban area or cluster (population that is 2,500 or greater)

• Large-format retail – Large, free-standing, generally single-floor, retail stores over 80,000 square feet 
offering a variety of products to their customers.

• Library – A place in which literary, musical, artistic or reference materials (such as books, manuscripts, 
recordings or films) are kept for use but not for sale.

• Place of worship – a building used for the gathering of a religious or faith-based organization for  
spiritual purposes.

• Police or sheriff stations – Storefront police or sheriff substations that serve the surrounding community 
and adjacent areas. Proposed Installations at Police an Sheriff stations are still subject to public 
accessibility requirements and should not primarily be for fleet use.

• Public transit hubs – Centers for public transit, including light rail stations, train stations and bus stations. 
Does not include park and ride lots.

• Restaurants – A business where meals and refreshments may be purchased.

• Retail shopping centers – A group of retail and other commercial establishments that is planned, 
developed, owned, and managed as a single property.
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